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North East Ambition Business Bulletin    May 11th 2021 

 

General UK and North East business news 

Today’s Queen’s Speech outlined a bill to “support a lifetime skills guarantee” including:  

• All adults will have access to a "flexible loan" for higher-level education and training 

at university or college, "useable at any point in their lives" 

• Businesses and trainers will be encouraged to target "local needs in sectors including 
construction, digital, clean energy and manufacturing" 

• The government will "invest in new green industries to create jobs, while protecting 
the environment". 

More information: Queen's Speech: Boris Johnson promises post-Covid skills overhaul - 
BBC News 

The UK economy is expected to expand by 7.25% this year - the strongest growth since 
official records began in 1949: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-57008220  

The UK's services sector, which accounts for 80% of the UK economy, had the fastest rise in 
output since October 2013: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-57008199  

New research shows that business owners are lacking awareness and understanding of the 
government support schemes available: https://bmmagazine.co.uk/in-business/1-4-million-
sme-leaders-unaware-of-how-new-government-support-measures-could-help-their-business/  

A recent study of SME owners found that almost half are worried about their mental health: 
https://bmmagazine.co.uk/news/uk-sme-owners-say-covid-19-has-negatively-impacted-their-
mental-health/  

A survey of 1,000 SME owners said they expect to use the recovery loan scheme to boost 
their cashflow: SME leaders lack understanding of Covid support measures | Peer2Peer 

Finance News (p2pfinancenews.co.uk) 

The fintech jobs market is on the up, according to recruitment firm Campbell & Fletcher: 
Fintech jobs market shows signs of Covid recovery | Peer2Peer Finance News 
(p2pfinancenews.co.uk) 

The average SME intends to invest £150k in the coming months, with those in the 
construction and transport sectors planning to invest even more: 
https://bmmagazine.co.uk/news/uk-smes-to-invest-an-average-of-150000-as-post-lockdown-
optimism-grows/  

A British Chambers of Commerce reports recommends there should be help for SMEs to 
access general digital skills training: 
https://www.britishchambers.org.uk/media/get/Workplace%20Training%20and%20Developm
ent%20Commission%20Report.pdf  

A new work experience framework, which will help employers work together with schools 
and colleges to give young people experience of the world of work, is now available in the 
North East: https://www.northeastlep.co.uk/updates/stepping-into-the-world-of-work-making-
it-easier-for-businesses-to-deliver-work-placements-for-young-people/  
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New Graduate employment and skills guide from The Office for Students, which offers a 
suite of resources for graduates to support them in entering the labour market: 
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-students/student-outcomes-and-
employability/graduate-employment-and-skills-guide/  

General North East events 

Mussel Club networking. May 14th. 11am to 12pm: Event | Let's get physical... 
(themusselclub.com) 
 
Chamber Online Networking: Member Spotlight, May 18th. 1.45pm to 2.45pm: Chamber 
Online Networking: Member Spotlight Tickets, Tue 18 May 2021 at 13:45 | Eventbrite 
Turn Off, Tune In event with Dell Technologies. Helping small businesses recharge and burn 
brighter. Takes place throughout May: Register (delltechnologies-events.eu) 
 
Healthcare Innovation Readiness Programme for SMEs. May 25th from 1pm to 4pm: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/healthcare-innovation-readiness-programme-for-smes-

registration-145841093637  

Dynamo tech conference. June 27th from 9am to 4.30pm: 

https://www.dynamonortheast.co.uk/events/dynamo-21-tech-leads-the-way-in-a-challenging-

world/  

Sage Small Business Growth Programme North East. Exclusive webinar series: 

https://www.sage.com/en-gb/cp/small-business-growth-programme/  

Showcase North East. July 8th from 9am to 5pm: https://www.ne-bic.co.uk/event/showcase-

north-east/?instance_id=2331  

 

Northumberland 

New data shows 17,900 jobs of people living in Northumberland were furloughed as of 

March 31st – 1,900 fewer than at the end of February: 

https://www.northumberlandgazette.co.uk/health/coronavirus/49000-in-northumberland-

helped-by-furlough-scheme-3228671  

Northumberland robotics business Tharsus Group has reported a 40% increase in sales. It is 

now one of the UK’s largest manufacturers of commercial robots: North East robotics 

pioneer Tharsus Group toasts soaring sales and profits - Business Live (business-live.co.uk) 

Northumberland events 

Online Networking: North Northumberland Business Networking. May 28th. 10am to 

11.30am: Online Networking: North Northumberland Business Networking 

(businessnorthumberland.co.uk) 

I DO LIKE MONDAYS! Free networking event in Cramlington every Monday from 7pm to 

11pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-do-like-mondays-free-networking-event-in-

cramlington-tickets-62975377048?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

Network B2B - Hexham Business Networking Breakfast – Every Tuesday from 7.30am to 

9am: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hexham-business-networking-breakfast-tickets-

35967290133?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  
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North Tyneside 

New bakery business Eli’s Bakery has opened its first store due to demand after being 

supported by the North Tyneside Business Forum: 

https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/10/tyneside-bakery-sets-up-first-physical-premises-after-

building-large-customer-base-from-home  

North Tyneside events 

Network B2B virtual networking. Every Tuesday 7.30am to 9am: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tynemouth-business-networking-breakfast-tickets-

31484342516?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

 

Newcastle 

Newcastle business Super U is expanding into the US market after securing investment on 

Dragon’s Den: https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/05/newcastle-superfood-brand-set-for-us-

expansion-after-dragons-den-investment  

Tech company Melius Group is planning to double its workforce by the end of the year: 

https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/business/19277109.newcastle-tech-firm-melius-create-

jobs-apprenticeships/  

Newcastle events 

Network B2B virtual networking. Every Wednesday 7.30am to 9am: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/jesmond-networking-group-tickets-

35967868864?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

I DO LIKE MONDAYS! Free networking event in Newcastle every Monday from 7pm to 

11pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-do-like-mondays-free-networking-event-in-newcastle-

upon-tyne-tickets-62987210442?aff=ebdsbdestsearch  

 

South Tyneside 

South Tyneside Council is encouraging local residents to support the hospitality industry as 

restrictions continue to ease: https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/07/south-tyneside-council-

supports-reopening-of-local-hospitality-businesses  

South Tyneside events 

I DO LIKE MONDAYS! Free networking event in South Shields every Monday from 7pm to 

11pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-do-like-mondays-free-networking-event-in-south-

shields-tickets-62987972722?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

 

Gateshead 

Gateshead video production agencies YourFilm and Digital Sidekick have merged under the 
YourFilm brand with plans for further growth: 
https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/04/gateshead-video-production-firms-to-fast-forward-
growth-with-new-merger  
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An Amazon warehouse, the third in the region, could be open by the end of September with 
1,000 new jobs created: https://www.thenorthernecho.co.uk/news/19280167.amazons-
warehouse-follingsby-max-gateshead-expected-open-september/  

Gateshead events 

I DO LIKE MONDAYS! Free networking event in Gateshead every Monday from 7pm to 
11pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-do-like-mondays-free-networking-event-in-gateshead-
tickets-62987719966?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

 

Sunderland 

The University of Sunderland has launched The Digital Incubator in a bid to support the next 
generation of digital entrepreneurs: https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/10/16m-digital-
incubator-launches-at-university-of-sunderland  

A cyber security expert had launched new business Healthymity Ltd, which aims to support 
AI and decision-making in health and medicine. There are plans to create 10 jobs this year; 
https://www.insidermedia.com/news/north-east/software-specialist-to-create-sunderland-

jobs-with-new-venture   

Sunderland events 

I DO LIKE MONDAYS! Free networking event in Sunderland every Monday from 7pm to 

11pm: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-do-like-mondays-free-networking-event-in-

sunderland-tickets-62986965710?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  

 

Durham 

Durham-based bathroom and kitchen specialist APL Interiors has announced steady growth 

after an increased team and turnover: https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/10/durham-

kitchen-and-bathroom-firm-reports-steady-growth-with-1m-turnover  

Aura Infection Control has undergone a management buyout in an attempt to grow the 

business: https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/07/county-durham-infection-control-specialist-

set-to-scale-up-following-mbo  

Logistics company Tritax Symmetry has announced new accommodation options in 

Darlington – creating 3,500 jobs: https://bdaily.co.uk/articles/2021/05/07/logistics-company-

announces-creation-of-new-space-at-darlington-business-park  

Durham events 

Business Durham Drop In Clinic. May 13th. 1pm to 4pm: Business Drop In Clinic - Business 

Durham  

Business Durham. Meet the Advisors – SW Durham. May 17th. 2pm to 4pm: Meet the 

Advisors - SW Durham - Business Durham  

I DO LIKE MONDAYS! Free networking event in Durham every Monday from 7pm to 11pm: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/i-do-like-mondays-free-networking-event-in-durham-tickets-

62738252803?aff=ebdssbdestsearch  
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